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Rafael Sanzio Araújo dos Anjos, Geographer, graduated from IG-UFBa 

(1982), Master in Urban Planning from FAU-UnB (1990), PhD in Spatial Information 
from the Polytechnic School of USP (1995) and Post-Doctorate in Ethnic Cartography 
at the AfricaMuseum in Tervuren – Belgium (2007-2008). He is one of the first Afro-
Brazilian Full Professors at the University of Brasília (UnB - 2015). He served as 
Director of the Center for Applied Cartography and Geographic Information (CIGA) 
at UnB from 2000 to 2022. In 2015, he received the Chevalier de L'Ordre de la 
Couronne honor from His Majesty King Philippe of Belgium for his research on the 
Africa-Brazil Diaspora. He served as a Visiting Professor at the Graduate Program in 
Ethnic and African Studies (PÓS-AFRO) - UFBA (2022-2024). He is a Senior Professor 
and Researcher at the Graduate Program (PPGGEA) at UnB and an Associate 
Researcher at the Center for Afro-Oriental Studies (CEAO) at UFBA. He is the Founder 
of the Afro-Brazilian Geography Project: Cartography, Education & Territorial 
Planning (GEOAFRO Project - Website: https://institutokawo.com/projeto-geoafro/  
). Author of several books, chapters and articles, other research, teaching and 
extension data can be accessed on his Personal Page at the link: 
https://institutokawo.com/professor-rafael-sanzio/ . In 2023 he received the honor 
of "Guardian of the Pedra de Xango Park" in Salvador – Bahia – Brazil. This year, his 
work was published in UNESCO's General History of Africa: Africa and Its Diaspora, 
Volume 10 – Africa and its Diasporas, in the chapter: African Brazil and Geographical 
Invisibilities. In 2025, he published the initial chapter of the book "Territorial 
Struggles and their Geographies in Latin America" (CAPES, UFRGS, Arco Editores): 
https://institutokawo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Artigo-Professor-
Rafael.pdf. He is the CEO of the Káwò Institute. Website: https://institutokawo.com/.  
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